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CALL TO REPENTANCE 
We are all sinners, yet God has given us the opportunity to turn to Him and forget our 
evil ways. Repentance occurs when a sinner willingly decides to stop sinning and turn to 
God worshiping Him in truth and in spirit. Repentance occurs when we reconcile 
ourselves with God. 

King David’s Repentance 
Nathan Rebukes David 
12 The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain 

town, one rich and the other poor.2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but 

the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with 

him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a 

daughter to him. 
4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep 

or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that 

belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” 
5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man 

who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and 

had no pity.” 
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s 

house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this 

had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the Lord by 

doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to 

be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never 

depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your 

own.’ 
11 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on 

you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he 



will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad 

daylight before all Israel.’” 
13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

King David took Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah (one of his soldiers) and slept with her. 
And in a desperate move to cover his sin after impregnating Bathsheba,  David 
masterminded the murder of Uriah in the battle field. Because of this, God became very 
displeased with David. He [God] sent Prophet Nathan to David, and Nathan used 
proverb to deliver the message of God’s displeasure. He told David that there were two 
men in his kingdom- one rich and the other poor. The rich man had so many sheep, 
goats, cows and other livestock while the poor man had only one animal which he 
treasured like his daughter. So one day the rich man had a guest, instead of him killing 
one of his many animals he went straight and snatched the only animal the poor man 
had and used it to prepare pepper soup for the guest. David became angry and swore 
to deal with such rich man. He was ready to throw orders to chop off the head of such a 
man. And then Prophet Nathan told him he was the rich man. Immediately David 
remembered and realised his errors, he became remorseful. He prayed for forgiveness. 
Psalm 51 is his song for forgiveness. God forgave him his sins. 

In the parable by Nathan the rich man was David, the poor man was Uriah. The many 
animals owned by the rich man represent the many wives and concubines David had, 
while the only animal of the poor man was Bathsheba. 

Nineveh’s Repentance – Jonah 1:1-12 

Jonah Flees From the Lord 
1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach 

against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 
3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he 

found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee 

from the Lord. 
4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship 

threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they 

threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. 

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain went to 

him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us so 

that we will not perish.” 
7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this 

calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible 



for making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come from? What is 

your country? From what people are you?” 
9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and 

the dry land.” 
10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running away from 

the Lord, because he had already told them so.) 
11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to make 

the sea calm down for us?” 
12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my 

fault that this great storm has come upon you.” 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, go 
unto to Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid 
thee. –  This shows the amazing love of God to His wayward people. Though Jonah did everything 
he could to resist the first call of God, after Jonah repented God called him again – though God was 
under no obligation to do it. He did it out of mercy and grace. 

God was determined to do the work through Jonah, so He did not give up on the reluctant prophet. 
God is often just this committed to doing His work through a man. “Suppose that the problem had 
been given to us to solve – how shall this city be moved to repentance? How shall its vice be 
forsaken and the God of Israel worshipped by all its inhabitants from the highest to the lowest? If we 
had not been paralyzed with despair, which is the most probable, we should, nevertheless, have sat 
down carefully to consider our plans. We should have parcelled it out into missionary districts; we 
should have needed at least several hundreds, it not thousands, of able ministers; at once, 
expenses would have to be incurred, and we should have considered ourselves bound to 
contemplate the erection of innumerable structures in which the Word of God might be preached.  

So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 
exceeding great city of three days’ journey. And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, 
and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. – 

a. Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord: Having learned the 
lesson that resisting the will of God is both futile and counter-productive, Jonah now obeys the call 
and goes to Nineveh. 

b. Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three-day journey in extent: The idea behind this 
statement probably refers to how long it would take to walk around the city of “Greater Nineveh” – 
the metropolitan area around the city. 

c. Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown! Jonah emphasized to the people of Nineveh 
what would happen if they did not repent – the city would be overthrown in judgment. Undoubtedly, 
this was not Jonah’s whole message to the people of Nineveh; but clearly it was his emphasis. 

Moral Lessons 
a. God is always ready to welcome a sinner to His fold 



b. God hates those who always give excuses for sinning. God hates excuses. 

c. When we fall we should rise again. David fell and he rose again. 

	


